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Utopia as an Ideological Genre

Fumiaki TAKAHASHI*

Abstract

A large number of studies have been given to the definition of literary utopia in the last few

decades.

However the boundary of the genre still seems to be ambiguous.

For the word,

coined by Sir Thomas More in the early sixteenth century, has a quite clear image as a signifier,

while, at the same time, it does never bring forth epistemologically concrete ideas.

In this brief

paper I would like to overview the historical change of the generic definitions and then verify its

ideological function in the postmodern context.
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