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Verify the Policy of “Making a Town of Welfare” in Takanosu Town
Akita Prefecture by Utilizing a Poll of Citizens' Welfare Opinion

Ming Fang Hsu*

Abstract

Since 1992, Takanosu town implemented a new policy called “Making a Town
of Welfare” with citizens’ participation. The purpose of the policy was to stimulate
local economic revitalization through enriching the welfare system. However, a
change of government was realized in the local election in May 2003. Under the
new political power, civic reforms were carried out by reducing welfare budget
and invited a new industry to stimulate the local economy for 6 years (May 2003 —
Apr.2009).

The aim of this paper is to determine the reasons for the decision of a
change of government. To make this aim clear, I conduct a welfare opinion poll
among citizens in Feb. 2008. Having analyzed the questionnaires, the reasons for
influencing judgments on the local election are as follows. First, the elements which
affected the local election are as following three points. 1. A long period for local
economic deterioration. 2. The reforms in the taxation system which was called
the trinity reform. 3. The reforms in social security structure which increased the
burden on the people. Second, there was a perception gap between the citizens and
the local government on the policy of “Making a Town of Welfare” .

Keywords : Community Welfare, Takanosu, Making a Town of Welfare, Citizen

Participation, Welfare Opinion
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