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A Study of Humor and Idea in Design for New Year’s Card

Hiroshi SEKIKAWA*

Abstract

There is a culture of the word play, such as playing riddles and witty remarks, and the letter
play, such as picture letters and typography, in Japan. The culture has become familiar in the
people. The author has been keen interested in the culture, and has taken it into the work of
many designs. Especially there are 50 works or more concerning New Year’s greeting card
design adopting the humor and idea of the culture. In this paper, the source of humor and idea
conception in New Year’s greeting card designed by the author is studied in order to make use

of the results of research for the future design education.
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