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Irony, Theory, Certainty : On Northrop Frye’s Theory of Irony

Tetsunori TAKAHASHI

Abstract

Northrop Frye's theory of modes of literature in Aunatomy of Criticism has been regarded
as a self-sufficient, closed system that neglects the historical and social aspects of literary study.
In this essay, through a deconstructive reading of his theory of modes and analysis of function
of irony in it, referring essays on tropes by Kenneth Burke and Paul de Man, we will inquire a
possibility of theory of Frye beyond a text-context opposition.
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