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Infants’ Operational Behavior Toward “Containers”
During the Second Year of Life.

Taori SATO

Abstracts

During the second year of life, two infants were observed to make various operations toward
containers. The implication of collected observational episodes were discussed in terms of
preverbal concepts of ‘containment’, ‘support’, ‘going in/out’ and so on. Among the most
characteristic episodes were ‘taking out’ or ‘scattering’ behaviors toward the objects massed in
containers. This type of behavior could also be observed to be made toward massed objects
without containers or objects joined tightly, and was interpreted as aimed at trying the se-

gregability of massed objects.

Keywords : containers, image-schema, going in/out, preverbal concepts
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