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English Agricultural Revolution and

Parliamentary Enclosure

Mitsuru IWAMURA

Abstract

In the eighteenth century English agriculture enclosures achieved the individual use of land
and amalgamation of farm land, whereas agriculture lagged behind in the management method.
Practicing of Norfolk farming method was limited to only narrow area of East Anglia. The
following technical problems checked the introduction of this farming method.

That is, in Midland where parliamentary enclosure epocted the late eighteenth century,
underdrainage has not introduced yet. And, on the light soil lands where the enclosure spread
the first half of nineteenth century, artificial manures were not use.

So that, we should not permit the significance of this husbandry in the agricultural revolu-
tion. By the way, the regional specialization, too, was restricted due to this technical deficiency.
After all, the agrarian reform went ahead of the spreading of agricultural technique.

Lastly, enclosure movement requires consideration from consistent estate management
policy. Because enclosure did not necessarily accomplish the improvement of agricultural
practice, on the other hand, landlord managed to accumulate lands under the financial strin-
gency. The estate management policy actually decided how to accumulate lands.
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