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Joseph of Arimathea (1)

—— An Introduction and a Japanese Translation —

Jun YAasubpa

Abstract

In Middle English literature Joseph of Arimathea, drawn from early part of the French Graal,
is the earliest alliterative poem unlike other poems of the alliterative revival in style, metre and
vocabulary. This poem, on the other hand, shows greatest artistry of author, no less than that
of the poems of the revival, in his quite free rendering of a long battle sequence in his source.
Here I provide a Japanese translation of the poem (from the beginning to 1.554) under my

interpretation with a brief introduction.
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The rest part will appear in the forthcoming volume.
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