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The Significance of a Cross-cultural Encounter-and-Contact Incident

in Sampachi and Kamikita Districts during the Modern Period

Ichiro IWAMI

ABSTRACT

This paper discusses the significance of one of the major cross-cultural encounter-and-contact incidents
which occurred in Sampachi and Kamikita Districts in Aomori Prefecture during the modern period. The
thesis of the work focuses on a frontrunner named Hirosawa Yasuto, who originally came from the Aizu
Clan in Fukushima and became a junior councilor of a newly established clan, the Tonami Clan, in Aomori.
Hirosawa and his colleagues including two British men established a Western-style ranch in Yachigashira,
the old Momoishi Village (present-day Misawa City). Hirosawa’s endeavor was based on his desire to save
the retainers of the Aizu Clan who suffered from extreme poverty since the reduction and transfer of the
Aizu Clan to the wasteland of Tonami. One of the historical significances of this cross-cultural encounter-
and-contact incident would be the initiation of the cattle industry in the eastern parts of Aomori Prefecture
and the introduction of western-style agricultural devices along with the voluntary employment of native
speakers of English in the early Meiji Period. Hirosawa’s footprint could be regarded as a great case for us

to learn from the past to better our future.

Key Words: Cross-cultural encounter and contact, Western-style ranch, Aomori Prefecture, Sampachi and Kamikita
Districts
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