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Attempts to Develop Upper-level English Education

at an Institute of Technology

Ichiro IWAMI

ABSTRACT

This article reports educational practices provided by this researcher for the graduate students majoring
in engineering at Hachinohe Institute of Technology. Further, it discusses the on-going improvement
efforts and the significance of these educational endeavors. A group of students from this institute made
oral presentations at international conferences and this researcher has helped several of them improve their
presentation skills. Positive effects have been observed in their presentations and face-to-face interactions
at the post-presentation question-and-answer session.

This researcher feels that educational practices to improve their reading comprehension skills should
continue to be implemented. The observations of newly implemented literacy-related academic activities
caused this researcher to believe that not only the weekly in-class practice related to English presentation
but also the literacy-related face-to-face instruction will prompt the development of these engineering-
oriented graduate students.

This interdisciplinary instructional endeavor which stands between English teaching/learning and
engineering studies is challenging for this researcher as a college English professor; however, this
unprecedented experience has led this researcher to be aware of the meaning of language learning, authority,
and human relationships and proves to be a great opportunity to explore how upper-level college English

education ought to be taught at this institute.
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I was greatly impressed by all of the student presenters. They all made fairly technical subject matter
comprehensible to anyone without specialized knowledge of the subject. As well as the content of their
presentations, the students should be praised for their excellent delivery in English. Giving a presentation
in a foreign language is a huge challenge for anyone and each student succeeded in this challenge.

The biggest difficulty the students seemed to have was in understanding and answering questions about
their presentations. Given more practice I believe they could largely overcome this problem. (Matthew
Thomas, personal communication, March 3, 2023)
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