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A dialect questionnaire survey focusing on younger generations

in Hachinohe City

Mariko IWASAKI', Mitsuo NATSUSAKA", Shunsuke HiBI" and Fumiko HATA™

ABSTRACT
A general perception in southern Aomori, or the Nanbu region, is that younger generations do not use the
local dialect of Japanese. We administered a questionnaire to understand the language usage among the
youth raised in the Nanbu region of Aomori. The questionnaire revealed that there are two major dialects
used in the region. One is the traditional dialect, and the other is an “unnoticed” dialect. The study shows
that the youth in the region perceived that they use their dialect in their own unique way. On the other hand,

the dialect that is used by the youth is largely unrecognized.
“unnoticed” diarect, traditional dialect, youth
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