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Assisting Graduate Students at an Institute of Technology
in Developing their English Presentation Skills

Ichiro IwamIf

ABSTRACT

This study reports attempts to assist graduate students at an institute of technology in developing their
English presentation skills. A teacher from the English Department initially discussed with eight graduate
students how to prepare for presentations at international conferences, and incorporated English-education-
based methodology to support their oral practice. The students’ growth as conference participants was
investigated by their self-reflection along with observations of the video recording, if any, of their
presentation at the venue, the post-presentation or poster-session question-and-answer interactions, and
casual informal communications with non-Japanese conference participants. Some degree of development
was noticed in their presentations, the poster-session interactions and casual informal communications, but
little in the post-presentation question-and-answer interactions. Based on these findings, it is judged that the
students could make oral presentations in a fairly good manner if adequate preparatory practice had been
provided. Despite their success at conference presentations, some other techniques may possibly need to be
incorporated in their daily practice to make them better-developed conference participants in the case of
question-and-answer sessions.
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The Hachinohe area is located in the Pacific side
of northern Japan. In this area, precipitation in
winter 1s small, and the average temperature in
January and February is less than zero degree
Celsius. In addition, volcanic cohesive soil is widely
deposited. This soil layer is thick and frost heaves
easily occur. The volcanic cohesive soil is called
Takadate Loam, and it is regionally unique soil.
However, frost heaving countermeasures are not
actively taken on the cut slope, and this is a
regional problem. Also, we have no systematic
information about the frost heaving problem in the
cut slope of loam. Therefore, we conducted in-situ
tests for the purpose of developing frost heaving
countermeasure methods using geo-cell and
thermal insulation material.
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Currently, the disaster simulation is a very important tool
for disaster prevention. InJapan in particular, approximately
70% of the country is occupied by mountains and hills, and
a large number of slope disasters have occurred in such
places. In this study, for further development of the disaster
simulation, one method that could reduce the calculation
cost is investigated and the analysis precision about the slope
collapse simulation is kept by using the distinct element
method.
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T: OK. You mentioned something about the topography

change, right?

S: Topography change.

T: Yes. When you look at the old map, you can see some
topography change. | just want to know when, in what
era, the topography was changed.

Umm...

: For example. ..

Ah, yes.

: Inthe old map, you have a very big embankment.
Yes.

. And you have a moat.

Ah, yes.

S w0 4w 40 3w

: But in this current map, you don’t have any big
embankment.

w

uUmm..

—

: You don’t have any big moat. A very small pond. So
when was that topography changed?
In the Yedo Period? Meiji Period? Taisho, Showa,
Heisei?

= £

Ah..mm...sorry T don’t.
: You don’t know?
But Taisho Period..Taisho Period

2w 4 v
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S: In..ah..Taisho Period, change, change this already.

T: Oh, Taisho Period. They had already changed it.
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The Oirase or Aobunayama Bypass is constructed in

order to eliminate traffic problems of the narrow path section
and the traffic regulation section of Route 103 between
Aobunayama and Nenokuchi, Towada. Drivers have
suffered from such problems as narrow road width, poor
road linearity and steep slopes. We hope the bypass will
secure safe and smooth traffic there.
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