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“Robot Rampage”: Notation-fluctuation and Publication-field Influences

on the Strugatsky Brothers’ “Spontaneous Reflex”

Tamotsu HOSHINO ' and Ken HATAKEYAMA

ABSTRACT

Since science fiction entered popular culture, several works of the brothers Arkady and Boris Strugasky

have been translated into Japanese. However, one of their short stories from CrnonTaHHBIH pediekc

(“Spontaneous Reflex” or “Initiative”), named and translated as “Robot Ramage” by Masao Segawa, has

not been included in any of their Japanese translations. In this study, we elucidate three points that dissuade

us from considering “Robot Ramage” as the brothers’ work: 1) In his translation, Segawa gave the work a

unique and totally different title from the original; 2) He used the word “A ~/L-7 >/ %—> when he

wrote the authors’ name, not the general word “A ~ /L 77> % —>; and 3) Segawa’s “Robot Ramage” has

been broadly classified as children’s literature.
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