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Practices to Improve Graduate Students’ English Presentation Skills

at an Institute of Technology:Outcomes and Issues

Ichiro IwAMI

ABSTRACT

This study focuses on instructional practices to improve the English presentation skills of engineering

majors. Several graduate students in engineering from Hachinohe Institute of Technology have presented

their academic findings in English at international conferences. This researcher has provided a course to

promote their English presentation skills. With limited opportunities to use English in the Hachinohe region,

can differences be observed in their presentation skills because of a special class? This study reports

instructional practices to develop the graduate students’ abilities to present in English. The study further

examines the personal and professional growth of the students as the result of this instruction. These

developments include language socialization that is based on the observation of the students in the support

program, as well as interviews with them. Finally, this study analyzes the remaining issues of this support

program by looking back on past instructional practices and looking for ways to improve future methods of

assisting the students in their English skills.

Key Words: English education, graduate school of engineering, presentation, language socialization
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Pk 1

1 B: Today, let’s start with your homework first.

2 B: Then we’ll do our conversation practice and a short
conversation.

3 B: Then we’ll do a short talk and then finally our goal
for today is using signposting language for your
audience.

4 B: All right.

5 B: So last week, remember we looked at three techni--
ques that we can use to get audience interest.

6 B: Let’s review three techniques.

7 B: All right, so (Student A), Technique No. 1

8 B: What is No.1?

I9A: xZ L.

10 B: OK. (Student A). I'll give you a hint.

11 B: Technique No.1. Here is the first word. Show.

RAZZE, ZARDRST-oT ..

13 B: Yeah. This was your homework.

14A: (ZFAEADGEL) Ah, homework.

15 B: Right, so remember I asked you to. ..

16 A: Ah, homework (%

17B: Usea...

18A: x 2. &

19 B: Remember I asked you to make three different
...ah

20 A: Picture.

21 B: There you go.

22 B: So, show a picture.

23 A: Picture or movie.
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24 B: That’s right.

25 B: OK. That’s Technique No. 1.

26 B: And what’s Technique No. 2?

27 A: X % & .. .surprise, surprising fact.

28 B: Right. So yeah, give a surprising fact.

29 B: Yes.

HFEREE L TEBY, ZNAMHBRO EDITK
Z<LEHBRLTWD &b s,

Pobe 2 1 XEBR A T CEREE 2 LT
WHETER - HRLFHE 2 FOFA4 C L 95GE
AT 4 THEHEEID & DD LD D—ETH
D (WF3HESH29H) .

30 B: OK. What was the third technique?

31 A: A short story.

32 B: Right.

33 B: So, we can tell a short story or a personal anecdote
like a short personal story.
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MEC KO 75 LRIZL, E6I2301TED
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Pk 2

1 D: All right.

2 D: I want to ask some questions.

3 D: What was the most challenging part of your pre-
sentation?

(A& CITAEE)

4C: 2 x...somy...L..1.1..

5C: A...most...challenging part is a...

6 C: L...about. . .challenging part is...a...sorry...sorry,
sorry

7 C: 1 most challenging part is find relationships for
...find relationships between...chiral vector to
chemical shift.

8 D: Thank you.

9 D: On Slide 7, on your slide, on Figure 5, Figure 5, the
chart, you mentioned that the length of each CNT
was 100 micrometers.

10 D: If the CNTs are longer or shorter, you expect your
results to change?

11 C: Sorry, one more please.

12 D: Sure.

13 D: So, the CNTs in your measurements were 100
micrometers.

14 C: Yeah

15 D: If they are longer or shorter, longer or shorter, do
you think your results with binding energy will
change?

16 C: I think, I think CNTs binding is not good. . .relation
...CNTsssize.

17 D: OK. Thank you.

18 C: I think I think that binding energy, its relation. . .
CNT...CNT shape...CNT types.

19 D: So, the CNT structure is more important than the

length.
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